





DIRECTORATE REPORT TO 
BUSINESS EXECUTIVE TEAM AND BOARD 
	Directorate:
	Policy and International Health, WHO CC

	Executive Lead: 
	Sumina Azam

	Reporting Month:
	October 2023 

	Business Executive Team Meeting Date: 
	22 November 2023

	Board Meeting Date:
	30 November 2023



	Overview of Key Activities During the Month

	
Health Impact Assessment for Climate Adaptation - Examples from Practice
This briefing paper shows how HIA can support and enhance climate change adaptation planning with case studies from Wales and internationally.  It is aimed at cross sector audiences, public bodies and PSBs to make the connections to health and equity as part of adaptation planning. During its development, we engaged with a wide range of policy officers across a number of settings and sectors including WG colleagues and NRW. The document builds on the Climate Change HIA which has had impact across the UK and internationally and is being used to inform WG Adaptation Planning.  
 https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/health-impact-assessment-for-climate-adaptation-examples-from-practice/ 

Time to Talk Population Panel - Aug-2023 Survey
The latest report provides a brief overview of the findings from the August 2023 survey.
1,113 panel members were asked their views on a range of health-related subjects including: Emergency departments, public health campaigns, the cost of living, dental health, post-natal weight management and bowel screening. 
The questions were developed in partnership with colleagues in Public Health Wales and Welsh Government. In the June survey, panel members were asked what public health topics they would like to see included in future TTPH surveys. Two topics mentioned were emergency departments and dental health. These topics were subsequently included in the August survey. Questions on emergency departments were developed at the request of Welsh Government to inform a quality statement on emergency departments to be published in late 2023.  
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/time-to-talk-public-health-august-2023-panel-survey-findings/

Identifying evidence to support action to reduce socioeconomic inequalities in health: A systematic scoping and mapping review: 
This joint Liverpool John Moores University and Public Health Wales report and infographic summarises the evidence from equity-focused umbrella reviews and systematic reviews about which interventions, programmes and policies show evidence of reducing health inequalities. The report makes a significant contribution to the evidence base on what works to reduce health inequalities, in particular by identifying from the evidence that there are policy areas across the social and behavioural determinants of health where actions can have positive effects on health equity. 
https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/-/media/phi-reports/pdf/2023-10-identifying-evidence-to-support-action-to-reduce-socioeconomic-inequalities-in-health.pdf 

Behavioural Science Community of Practice Event with Welsh Government:
This online event for the Behavioural Science Community of Practice for Wales was held on 25th October 2023 and was co-hosted with Welsh Government. The event provided an opportunity for attendees to help shape the future of behavioural science application across Wales and contribute to the ongoing development of the community of practice. We also considered the role, and development of, behaviourally informed policy and walked through three new, practical tools developed by the Public Health Wales Behavioural Science Unit: 
Behaviour Discovery Tool: allows the user to explore a problem they're working on through a behavioural perspective, including discovering how better to understand and influence a behaviour of interest. 
Behavioural Diagnosis: Mapping insights onto COM-B and selecting intervention types:  this tool walks the user through how to feed their behavioural insights into a behaviour change model, before using established criteria from behavioural science to identify intervention function(s) to focus intervention development/improvement efforts on. 
Behavioural Diagnosis: Selecting implementation types: helps the user to consider which types of implementations may be most appropriate to help deliver an intervention, supported by models and frameworks based on behavioural science. 

Training for trainee Advanced Practitioners within the Health Improvement Division : 
The Behavioural Science Unit developed and facilitated a bespoke training programme for trainee advanced practitioners to enable sustained application of behavioural science to public health practice. 


	Successes  

	
The rising cost of living and health and wellbeing in Wales: A national survey: 
This report presents the findings of a survey to understand how the cost of living crisis is affecting health and wellbeing among the Welsh public. The survey of Welsh residents was carried out between November 2022 and March 2023. The findings will help inform sustainable and equitable public health responses to the cost of living in Wales. Selected findings were presented at a webinar facilitated by Public Health Network Cymru in October 2023 and the report has received media interest (TV and radio).  The report has also been used to inform the work of the Welsh Government Cost of Living Expert Advisory Group. 
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/the-rising-cost-of-living-and-health-and-wellbeing-in-wales-a-national-survey/ 

International Health Strategy refresh: 
Public Health Wales’ International Health Strategy (an enabling strategy for Long Term Strategy) was published 24th October 2023. A session was delivered at the PHW Staff conference to promote it and the IHCC. The strategy shows how we will work with partners such as public health institutes, Welsh Government and others to enable international health activity and partnership working for example, by providing an ‘International Health Community of Practice’.  
A webinar will also be delivered on 30th November to officially launch the Strategy, which will highlight the potential of international health collaborations and the opportunities they bring.   
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/public-health-wales-our-international-health-strategy-2023-2035/
Registration Link: https://publichealthnetwork.cymru/event/our-global-health-offer-public-health-wales-international-health-strategy-refresh/


	Any Concerns being managed: 

	
The Directorate is currently preparing for SharePoint migration of its records. Whilst this is a key piece of work, it has considerable capacity implications for all staff.



	Forward Look of key activities for next month 

	
A multisectoral workshop(s) to disseminate and mobilise findings of the climate change HIA into regional and local integrated adaptation planning (21 November): 
This online workshop in partnership with NRW  and for stakeholders such as PSBs and public bodies will aim to disseminate findings of the climate change HIA and integrate findings into local climate risk assessments being conducted by PSBs as part of Wellbeing Plans. The workshop will highlight the impact on population health and the additional value that engaging with health and HIA in adaptation planning can provide.
Registration: https://publichealthnetwork.cymru/event/protecting-health-and-wellbeing-in-the-climate-crisis/ 

Time to Talk Population Panel – October 2023 Survey: 
This report provides a brief overview of the findings from the TTPH survey. The survey covers seven topics: 20mph speed limits, vaping, the use of antibiotics, HIV, vaccines, addressing inequalities and coronavirus.  
Cross-organisation working has facilitated the inclusion of a variety of topics and the teams involved in this month’s survey are: Health Protection Division, Health Improvement Division, Communications Team, P&OD, and QNAHPS. At the request of colleagues in Welsh Government, the questionnaire was shared ahead of the survey being delivered. 
Additional public engagement took place in September and October with the project team attending two college fresher's fayres and an Ethnic Minorities Health Fair. Conversations with organisations continue as we ask partners to share TTPH promotion materials amongst their networks. 

16th European Public Health Conference 2023: 
Liz Green and Lauren Cousins are presenting several posters and presentations, including co-leading HIA pre-conference workshop with other public health institutes. 
Conference Title: Our Food, Our Health, Our Earth: A Sustainable Future for Humanity 
https://ephconference.eu/ 

Early intervention crime reduction: 
This joint Liverpool John Moores University and Public Health Wales report will summarise the evidence on early intervention for crime reduction. It aims to develop understanding of the role that police, and multi-agency partners can have in preventing harms that cross public health and criminal justice landscapes. 

Repository of trauma framework existing training materials.
A key product of the trauma framework is to set out a roadmap of where to look for exemplars of training and approaches of the 4 practice levels in the framework. The repository will be fully functional as a tool.
 
System-wide approaches to integrate behavioural science for optimising organisational impact on public health priorities: 
The Behavioural Science Unit are working with partners and stakeholders on the integration of behavioural science into long term strategy delivery; organisational and personal development processes; and alignment with/adding value to internal policy, services and communication activity. 
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