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1	Update on the UK COVID-19 Public Inquiry

The following provides an update on the current activities of the organisation in relation to the UK COVID-19 Public Inquiry.
1.1	Module 1
We are a Core Participant for Module 1 (focusing on pandemic preparedness) and have received a Rule 9 request from the Inquiry Team that requires the submission of evidence against a series of questions. This was submitted on the 23 December 2022 with a second part submission due to be sent to the Inquiry Team on the 27 January 2023. The public hearings for Module 1 are due to start in May 2023 and will be held in London. 
1.2	Modules 2 and 2B 
We are Core Participants for Module 2B (Module 2 focuses on the UK’s, and England’s, core political and administrative decision-making in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic and Module 2B focuses on the Welsh Government’s core political and administrative decision-making in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic). 
We have received a Rule 9 request for evidence from the Inquiry Team which was submitted to them in two phases, the first on the 22 November 2022 and the second on the 6 December 2022. The public hearings for Module 2B will take place in Wales in Autumn 2023.
1.3	Module 3 
We have made the decision not apply to be a Core Participant for Module 3 (which will consider the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on healthcare systems in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland).

2	Young Ambassadors Board Partnership Forum
The first meeting of the Young Ambassadors Board Partnership Forum was held on the 3 December 2022. The establishment of our new Young Ambassadors Board Partnership Forum builds on more than five years of our Young Ambassadors Programme and signals the move to even more active shaping of our development as an organisation by our Young Ambassadors.
The session was well attended by 25 Young Ambassadors (YA’s) ranging from 12-21 years of age on a Saturday in our offices in Capital Quarter 2, Cardiff.  The YA’s in attendance were from local authority areas in Pembrokeshire, Torfaen, Merthyr Tydfil and Swansea.
As part of our commitment to provide development opportunities for the Young Ambassadors, Cardiff College was commissioned to run a training session on essential communication skills and styles, with the aim of improving the confidence of the YA’s to enable greater participation with the Board.
The second session of the day focused on three public health priorities using a series of scenarios to think about the impact for young people and what could be done to help.  Public Health Consultant leads had prepared videos on their topics in advance, and these provided context and information for the YA’s to consider. 
The three areas were the:​

· cost of living​
· wider determinants of health​
· healthy behaviours​.
A safe space was created where the YA’s were able to explore their lived experience and factors affecting young people on the three areas and their insights and views provided a rich source of information to feed into the refresh of our Long Term Strategy.  
The next Young Ambassadors Board Partnership Forum is scheduled for the 22 February 2023 and will focus specifically on the cost of living crisis, with Sumina Azam, Acting Director of Policy and International Health. Further information will be circulated to the Board at that time.

3	World Health Organization (WHO) Country Advisory Group for the European Regional High-Level Forum on Health in the Well-being Economy

I was asked by colleagues in the WHO European Region to co-chair a Country Advisory Group (CAG) for the European Regional High-Level Forum on Health in the Well-being Economy. Taru Koivisto, Director General, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Finland, is the other co-chair.

The purpose of the CAG is to provide the WHO with high level advice on the programme of the High Level Forum which is taking place on the 1 and 2 March 2023, its associated background document and the draft Outcome Statement for the Forum which will outline how best to support countries in making the shift towards well-being economies that deliver better health for all. There are 14 country members of the CAG and the first meeting took place on the 9 January 2023.

The Minister for Health and Social Services, Eluned Morgan, is considering an invitation to participate in the Forum given the significant developments in this area in Wales, and our globally unique Well-being of Future Generations Act.
4	Annual Meeting of the International Association of National Public Health Institutes

The annual meeting of the International Association of National Public Health Institutes (IANPHI) took place in Stockholm on the 30 November to the 2 December 2022. This was the first predominantly in-person annual meeting for IANPHI since the Coronavirus pandemic. Together with Meng Khaw, National Director for Health Protection and Screening Services/Medical Director, I attended the meeting, and it was excellent to hear and share experiences from colleagues in National Public Health Institutes (NPHIs) around the world, particularly given the challenges of the pandemic and the additional significant public health challenges of climate change, the war in Ukraine and the cost of living crisis.

Particular areas of discussion were sharing lessons from the pandemic, health equity and climate change.

In addition, during the meeting we joined a small number of European NPHIs, the European Centre for Disease Control and the World Health Organization in a dedicated meeting with colleagues in the NPHI in Ukraine to ascertain what additional support we can collectively provide them in this tragic and protracted war through the auspices of IANPHI. 

Recommendation

The Board is asked to receive this information.
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