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1	Meetings with the Minister for Health and Social Services
The Chairperson and I met with the Minister for Health and Social Services and the Director General Health and Social Services/NHS Wales Chief Executive on the 22 January as part of our regular series of meeting with the Minister. The topic areas discussed included an update on the new COVID-19 Variant of Concern, the submitted health protection business case on the Transformation of Health Protection Services in Wales and progress in implementing laboratory developments following the 2020 Welsh Government investment.
In addition, various members of our Incident Directors, Strategic Directors and I continue to have ongoing meetings with the Minister and his officials regarding the different phases of the pandemic.
2	European Union (EU) Transition and Health Security

A UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement for the European Union Transition was agreed on the 24 December 2020 and came into effect on the 1 January 2021. In relation to health security, the agreement includes arrangements between the UK and EU to support effective cooperation and information sharing in the event of serious cross-border threats to health where it is in our mutual interests. This is of particular importance in light of COVID-19. The arrangements include:    

· a legal provision to inform each other of a serious cross-border threat to health affecting the other party in a timely manner
· ad-hoc UK access to the EU’s Early Warning Response System (EWRS) in the event of a serious cross-border threat to health. An immediately request for continued access to EWRS for Covid-19 from 1 January 2021 was made and granted.
· linked arrangements to facilitate swift and effective responses to these threats by UK participation in the Health Security Committee and technical and scientific cooperation with the European Centre for Disease Control (ECDC).   The latter is likely to conclude in a Memorandum of Understanding similar to those ECDC has with other third countries such as Canada.
A summary explainer can be found here (Health Security is page 29) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948093/TCA_SUMMARY_PDF.pdf
In line with the existing arrangements for International Health Regulations and UK/EU arrangements, Public Health England has been designated as the UK’s National Focal Point under the terms of the agreement. The way in which PHE as the UK Focal Point collates information across the four nations will continue unchanged.
There will be further scrutiny of the detail of the Agreement in relation to health and social care over the next few weeks. For health security, initially it is anticipated that further guidance will be drafted and agreed to ensure a common and complete approach to meeting these obligations. Further actions will be discussed at a Four Nations meeting scheduled for mid-January.
3	Senedd Cymru Public Accounts Committee
On the 25 January, Professor Mark Bellis, Director of Policy and International Health/Director of the WHO Collaborating Centre, Dr Sumina Azam, Head of Policy and Consultant in Public Health and I attended the Public Accounts Committee to give evidence to their Inquiry into the Barriers to the Successful Implementation of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. Natural Resources Wales and Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority were also giving evidence at the same session. 

The focus of the Inquiry is on the:
· Awareness and understanding of the Act and its implications
· The resources available to public bodies to implement the Act and how effectively they have been deployed
· Support provided to public bodies by the Future Generations Commissioner
· The leadership role of the Welsh Government
· Any other barriers to the successful implementation of the Act
· How to ensure that the Act is implemented successfully in the future.
The evidence submission is included for information.
4	Senedd Cymru Health, Social Care and Sport Committee
On the 27 January, Dr Giri Shankar, Professional Lead Consultant for Health Protection, Dr Robin Howe Interim Director of Integrated Health Protection and National Clinical Lead Microbiology and I attended the Health, Social Care and Sport Committee to give evidence for its Inquiry into the impact of the Covid-19 outbreak, and its management, on health and social care in Wales.

The focus of the evidence was in relation to:
1. the current position since the Christmas and New Year break
1. COVID-19 and flu vaccinations
1. Mass COVID-19 testing.

This was the fourth time that we have attended the Committee relating to this Inquiry. The evidence submission is attached for information.

5	‘Green Opportunities’ e-brief 
The Health and Sustainability Hub in Public Health Wales, published the first ‘Green Opportunities’ e-brief to support Wales’ COVID-19 green recovery by identifying opportunities to support population health through sustainable means. The e-brief included a guest foreword from Cynnal Cymru and covered a breadth of topics including the World Health Organization manifesto for healthy recovery from COVID-19, actions to support biodiversity, the importance of nature for health and well-being and initiatives in Wales to support vulnerable groups during the pandemic. 
The e-briefings link to the three priorities of the Public Health Wales Population Health Strategic Group (employment, mental well-being and vulnerable people).
They will:
· be produced quarterly and follow the WHO’s framework for a healthy recovery from COVID-19 with themes covering biodiversity, climate change (across energy, travel, food, waste and consumption), green space and disinvestment in fossil fuels
· bring in public health knowledge and evidence and promote wider policy related-work
· include regular features including NHS decarbonisation, biodiversity, developments from the Office of the Future Generations Commissioner and ‘Be the Change’.
The next e-briefing, Spring 2021 is focussing on energy and water (under the decarbonisation theme).
The following is a link to the winter e-briefing - https://whiasu.publichealthnetwork.cymru/en/news/green-opportunities-winter-2020/. 
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