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1) Inform and accelerate progress towards healthy prosperous lives for 
all, mitigating harms and enabling opportunities from COVID-19

2) Enable sustainable investment for health and well-being, building an 
Economy of Well-being

3) Strengthen Wales’ role in Global Health Security, developing and 
sharing good practice, expertise, innovative solutions and tools

• WHESRi and Health Equity Solutions Platform, incl. COVID-19

• COVID-19 International Horizon Scanning

• COVID-19 National Public Engagement Survey

• Health Impact Assessments (HIAs), incl. COVID-19

• Economic impact of COVID-19 and Value-Based Public Health

• Dashboard of broader health and wellbeing indicators  

• Violence Prevention Unit and Dashboard

• …

Synergy on Global, European and National Levels

Addressing the COVID-19 Syndemic
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MoU between the Welsh Government and 
the WHO Regional Office for Europe 2020-23

Wales – an Influencer and a Live Innovation Site for Health Equity in Europe and Globally

COVID-19 sustainable response and recovery towards 
an economy of well-being, leaving no one behind

https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus


First WHESRi Report
Methodology

Evidence – People – Data –
Economic modelling – Policy response

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/favicon.ico


Pre COVID-19

COVID-19 impact

Data Examples: Global Context



Pre COVID-19

COVID-19 impact

Data Examples: Wales



Respondents (18+) who report being worried about 
losing their job or not being able to find one over the 
past week, %, survey weeks 1-16 (April-July 2020)

Public Health Wales COVID-19 Public Engagement Survey Analysis

Respondents (18+) who report leaving their home or garden 
in the past 7 days, %, survey weeks 7-16 (May-July 2020)



Projected unemployment rates in Wales 
following COVID-19, 2020-2022

Economic Modelling

Economic consequences of COVID-19 on longstanding illnesses (LSI) and chronic 
conditions in the medium term (2020-22) with a focus on unemployment

• Without reparative interventions, unemployment rate is expected 

to increase sharply from 3.8% in 2019 to about 7% in 2020 

following COVID-19 and then gradually increase over the 

projected period

Projected percentage of adults with chronic 
health conditions

• Percentage of adults with chronic health conditions is  projected to 

increase following the COVID-19 with a higher increment for mental 

health and endocrine/metabolic problems 



Key Messages 



• Unprecedented financial and other support measures implemented in the UK and Wales: more than 70 policies 

identified across the five essential conditions

• Need for continuity, consistency and proportionate (progressive) universalism: most mitigation measures temporary 

and not specifically targeted to address the needs of specific/vulnerable groups

• Building on some positive impacts of COVID-19 mitigation measures, such as, promoting active travel and reducing 

commuting; stimulating community assets and volunteering; creating opportunities to support the local economy…

• Potential enables are equalizers: applying an intergenerational lens in the response and recovery; education 

innovation and digital technology; using holistic socio-ecological indicators for monitoring success; embedding 

sustainable ways of working and adopting a circular economy

• The case for investing in public health and reducing health inequities is stronger than ever: vital role of health 

promotion, disease prevention and early intervention, enhancing healthy environments and behaviours

• Wales leading the way: The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act, 2015; a Framework for Recovery from COVID-

19, 2020; a Socio-Economic Duty, 2021; WHESRi project and building a Health Equity Solutions Platform 

A window of opportunity for sustainable synergetic transformation



• Health equity status reports for Wales, including a decomposition analysis 

• Innovative methods, tools and approaches across the life course, sectors and settings, establishing 
Wales as a live health equity innovation site

• Making the case for establishing an Economy of Well-being for Wales, demonstrating that the health 
system and public health are engines for social, economic and environmental stability and well-being

• Health Equity Solutions Platform for Wales, including COVID-19 impacts

European Health Equity Solutions Platform

Digital Health Equity Solutions Platform for Wales
 Identify sustainable solutions for policy action and investment
 Provide a suit of innovative and digital tools
 Enable predictive modelling of future trends and impacts 
 Enable stakeholder engagement and partnership
 Share national and international evidence and learning 
 Monitor progress 

WHESRi Progress Going Forward 

Towards achieving healthy prosperous lives for all in Wales and beyond 

https://whoeurope.shinyapps.io/health_equity_dataset/


Public Health Wales Rapid COVID-19 surveillance dashboard available at: https://public.tableau.com/profile/public.health.wales.health.protection#!/vizhome/RapidCOVID-

19virology-Public/Headlinesummary

Public Health Wales Observatory COVID-19 Recovery Profile available at: 

https://publichealthwales.shinyapps.io/COVID19_Recovery_Profile_PHWO/

WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard available at: 

https://covid19.who.int/

Welsh population statistics available at:

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Population-and-Migration/Population/Estimates/nationallevelpopulationestimates-by-year-age-ukcountry

Placing health equity at the heart of the COVID-19 sustainable response and recover: Building prosperous lives for all in Wales. 2021. Full report and technical 

supplement available at:

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/welsh-health-equity-status-report-whesri/

International Horizon Scanning reports available at:

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/covid-19/international-horizon-scanning/

Health Impact Assessment reports available at:

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/covid-19/hia/

Economic modelling report available at:

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/economic-consequences-of-covid-19-pandemic-outbreak-on-health-indicators-and-health-service-use-in-wales/

Resources
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